Missouri House of Representatives

Ronnie Miller
State Representative
District 133

State Capitol
201 West Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, MO 65101-6806
(573) 751-1347
Fax: (573) 522-9179
rmille01@services.state.mo.us

January 17, 2002 Re: Docket # 01-348

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 — 12" St., S.W.

Washington, DC 20544

Dear Mr. Powell:

I am contacting you to ask for your support for the EchoStar/Direct TV merger. The
benefits to consumers will mean more programming choices, and competitive pricing.
This merger if approved by the F.C.C. and D.O.J., will provide an excellent alternative to
cable TV. Today cable TV controls nearly 80% of the pay TV household market with
little or no competition, because of their franchises. Real competition will only keep
rapidly growing cable prices down and be an incentive for them to give the consumer
better service.

The underserved rural areas will also benefit from the merger because of the potential use
of interactive TV and broadband internet access in schools and businesses. The cost to
install cable in rural areas is very high, and Direct Broadcast Satellite TV is relatively
cheap because it is just a simply matter of hooking a small satellite dish to your TV. The
infrastructure is already in place. I encourage you to look at the facts and I hope you can
support this merger.

Best Regards,

Ronnie Miller
Missouri State Representative
District 133

(transcription — original on file; call (816) 561-7555)



